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ACTION NEA- 16 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 10-14 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 

INR-11 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-07 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SP-03 

SS-20 USIA-15 EUR-25 DRC-01 /142W 

027169 

R261145Z SEP 74 
FM AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 482 
INFO AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

UNCLAS BEIRUT 11673 

EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS ET 

SUBJECT: ELF PRESS CONFERENCE IN BEIRUT 
REF: BEIRUT 10265 

SUMMARY: IN PRESS CONFERENCE HERE, ERITREAN LIBERA 

TION FRONT (ELF) SECGEN HAS REITERATED FRONT'S WILL- 
INGNESS TO HOLD NEGOTIATIONS WITH ETHIOPIAN GOVT, 

BUT WARNED THAT ANY DELAY IN GRANTING ERITREAN 
INDEPENDENCE WOULD RESULT IN INCREASED FIGHTING AND 
ISOLATION OF ETHIOPIA. SECGEN SAID ERITREAN CAUSE 
HAS BEEN ATTRACTING WIDER INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT. HE 
ALSO PROPSED MTG BETWEEN ELF REPS AND ETHIOPIAN 
DEL AT NY UNDER UNSYG SUPERVISION. END SUMMARY. 

1. AT SEPT 25 PRESS CONFERENCE IN BEIRUT, ELF SECGEN 
OTHMAN BEN SALEH, REITERATED ELF’S UNWILLINGNESS TO 
LAY DOWN ARMS UNTIL ERITREAN INDEPENDENCE IS ACHIEVED. 
HE AGAIN STRESSED ELF'S WILLINGNESS TO ENTER INTO 
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NEGOTIATIONS WITH ETHIOPIAN GOVT WITHOUT DELAY, BUT 
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WARNED THAT ELF'S INCREASING COMBAT CAPABILITY WOULD 
ALLOW IT TO CUT OFF ETHIOPIA" FROM RED SEA IF A SERIOUS 
FORMULA FOR NEGOTIATIONS IS NOT REACHED DURING NEXT 
SIX MONTHS." 

2. ACCORDING TO BEN SALEH, AN ELF DELEGATION HAS BREN 
VISITING ITALY, ALGERIA, TUNISIA, LIBYA, EGYPT, SAUDI 
ARABIA, KUWAIT, IRAQ, AND SUDAN IN EFFORT GAIN 
WIDER INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT FOR ERITREAN CAUSE. IN 
REPORTING FAVORABLE FOREIGN REACTIONS, HE STATES SUDANESE 
GOVT NOW UNDERTAKING "ACTIVE AND CONSTRUCTIVE ROLE" 

IN TRYING START NEGOTIATIONS BETWEN ELF AND ETHIOPIAN 
GOVT. BEN SALEH ALSO REFERRED TO SAUDI ARABIA'S 
"READINESS TO UNDERTAKE DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS WITH OTHER 
COUNTRIES ... TO ESTABLISH A JUST PEACE IN ERITREA." 

BEN SALEH SAID ELF CONTACTS WITH ARAB LEAGUE AND OAU 
WERE ALSO BEING PURSUED. 

3. FINALLY, AS "PRACTICAL STEP" TOWARD "REAL" SOLUTION 
FOR ERITREAN PROBLEM AND FOR ETHIOPIA, "WHICH IS 
THREATENED WITH INTERNAL DIVISION," BEN SALEH PROPOSED 
PRELIMINARY MTG BETWEEN ETHIOPIAN DEL HEADED BY GOE 
FONMIN AND ELF DEL BE HELD AT UN HQS. UNDER SUPERVISION 
OF UNSYG. 

GODLEY 
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